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The roof (m&pofyta also opo^ <7Te'y??) was in many build-
ings, in form as well as construction, quite distinct from
the horizontal ceilings, and must be considered separately.
Pent, pyramidal, conical and other types of roofs are
found as covers for porches, tombs and honorary monu-
ments. The gable roof, almost universally employed
for temples, was applied also to palaces and civic build-
ings. When concealed from view by horizontal ceilings,
the appearance of the roof from the interior of buildings
could be neglected, but when exposed to view, it was con-
structed so as to present a coffered form.1

In its outer aspect, the gable roof2 was likened to an
eagle (aero?, aercopa), or winged thing (jrrepvyiov) with
two wings (VTe/oinye?).

The construction of the roof, if horizontal, was hidden
by a covering of clay ; if peaked, by tiles of terra-cotta or
marble. The forms
of these tiles varied
considerably. Never-
theless, two kinds
were always em-
ployed, the rain tiles

and  the   cover  tiles

(/eaXuTTTfyje?).        The FIG.  151. -Roof tiles   from  the  Heraion,

rain tiles were some-                      Olympia.

times slightly curved, as in the Heraion at Olympia (Fig.

151), but were more frequently flat with raised edges.

The cover tiles were sometimes curved, as in the Heraion

1 Choisy, tftudes, 147-152, holds that the Eastern cella of the EreCh-
theion had no horizontal ceiling.
.  2 Boetticher, 246,